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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)





Seed For


THOUGHT
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 Steve Tramell





The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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When we begin to expend our efforts in the pursuit of wealth, material goods and good times to the extent that we minimize our efforts to "diligently seek God", we are planting small potatoes  When we allow our children's lives to become filled with school or sports or other activities to the extent that we minimize their efforts to come unto a "knowledge of God", we are planting small potatoes. 


     Jesus taught along these lines when He said "Lay not up for yourselves treasures upon the earth….. but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,….. for where thy treasure is, there will thy heart be also". (Matt 6:19-21) 


As the farmer's treasure is in the quality of the seed planted each year so also is our treasure in the quality of the seed we plant in the spiritual soil of our lives each day. We cannot eat all the big potatoes and have them too. " Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that soweth unto his own flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth unto the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap eternal life". (Gal 6:7-8)


     Are you planting the kind of seed that will yield a bountiful harvest? 





			JP





     The word spiritual has the basic meaning of "pertaining to the spirit."  When used with reference to a person it is descriptive of one who first of all sees man not only as a living physical body, but who also recognizes that there is a spirit within which is of greater value than life itself.  The spiritual person is not nearly so concerned with physical needs and desires, as he is with the need of this spirit within to be in fellowship with God.  Recognizing his own personal unworthiness and total dependence on God, he loves and appreciates God for all that makes fellowship with Him possible--and with grateful and willing heart he exalts serving God to top priority in his life.  His spirit is led by the Holy Spirit through the instrumentality of the message given through inspired apostles and prophets, and spiritual fruit is evidenced in every phase of his life (Galatians 5:16-6:1; Ephesians 3:1-5).


     True spirituality is not dangerous but is something in which we can and should grow.  However, one danger we must avoid is confusing emotionalism with spirituality, and thereby falling short of true spirituality.  The spiritual person will experience pleasant and rewarding emotions, which are an integral part of such qualities as love, joy, peace, and zeal.  The more spiritual one becomes the more he can "rejoice in the Lord," i.e., in his relationship with the Lord. Knowing that sin is forgiven, that one is a child of God, that he receives help to overcome, and that he will finally go to heaven--are blessings that bring joy


and peace.  In contrast, there are many





Another danger is subjectivism.  The will of God is revealed in an objective standard -- the Scriptures.  The Spirit of God "speaks" to us through letters penned by inspired apostles and prophets (Revelation 2:7; 1:1, 10-11).  We are "led by the Spirit" when we follow the word of God as revealed by the Spirit.  Many today refer to that which "the Lord laid on their heart," or that which "the Spirit revealed to them," when the ideas advocated by them are not found in the complete revelation from God but are simply ideas from their own heart.  The Lord has warned of those who "speak a vision of their own heart, and not out of the mouth of Jehovah."  Though they say, "Jehovah hath said," God reveals "I spoke not unto them" (Jeremiah 22:16-21).  Today there are those who say, "surrender the heart to Jesus,"  "Make Him Lord of your heart and your life," and "Be led by the Lord as He speaks to your heart."  Such ideas cannot be faulted when properly understood, but when these ideas are embraced simply as generalities with the Scriptures played down as the means of our learning the will of God, and when adherence to the Scripture comes to be looked upon as a kind of legalism--then subjectivism is blinding hearts to the will of God under the guise of being "spiritual."


    Let us experience the emotions that rightly come from understanding God's love for us and the blessings in which we share.  Let us be certain that our spirit--our heart--is genuinely involved in every aspect of our worship and service to Him as we carefully worship and serve according to the will of God revealed in the Scriptures.  Let us draw nigh to God and truly be led by His Spirit to attain greater spirituality in our everyday lives.





�



					





Seeking Spirituality:  The Dangers


By Dave Bradford





IN OUR EFFORTS TO BE MORE SPIRITUAL, it is altogether possible that we could lose sight of what true spirituality is and become sidetracked from attaining the ultimate goal.  What are some of the dangers to which one might easily fall prey in his quest for spirituality?





today who seek shortcuts to joy by turning religious services into pep rallies.  "Are you glad to be here?  Shake hands with the one next to you, on the right, then on the left.  Clap your hands if you feel like it!  Are you happy?"  Such people experience some joy, but it is not the fruit of the Spirit.


     Love is another part of the fruit of the Spirit and one who loves God will manifest it in many ways.  However, it is possible that those who talk about loving God the most are those who "with their mouth . . . show much love but their heart goeth after their gain" (Ezekiel 33:31), or "their heart is far from" Him as they follow human laws rather than God's will (Matthew 15:8-9).  Jesus said, "If ye love me ye will keep my commandments" (John 14:15).  The spiritual person is not one who will play up love in general terms while playing down the necessity of keeping commandments -- for Jesus said, "These ye ought to have done (the meticulous tithing of mint, anise and cumin) and not to have left the other undone" (justice, mercy, faith, and the love of God--Matthew 23:23-24; Luke 11:42).


     I am not opposed to expressing love for God with words, whether to God in songs or prayers or to others where it is fitting.  I even believe that such expressions may help our love to grow.  However, our goal should not be to verbalize love, but rather to express it in total obedience to His will.  When one balks at certain commands of God, it becomes evident that his "love" of God is an emotional deception and that he lacks true love and true spirituality. Let us bring forth in our lives the balanced fruit of faithfulness, meekness, and self-control


along with true love and joy.








Small Potatoes 





But this (I say,) He that soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he that soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully. (2 Cor. 9:6)





     I read a short article the other day about the Chinese farmers, who many years ago, learned a harsh lesson about the laws of nature by their farming practices. It seems that, they theorized that they could eat all the large potatoes and save the small ones for seed. Over a period of time the farmers made a startling discovery, nature had reduced their entire crop to the size of marbles. They had come to understand the law of life in a harsh way; you can not have the best of everything for yourself and use the leftovers for seed. Fortunately, we have learned this lesson well over time and now go to great lengths to insure that we plant the very best seed to produce the highest yield from the land.


    On the other hand there is a sense where planting small potatoes is a common thing and one that can befall each of us if we are not careful. In a society that is obsessed with having things and doing things it is not hard for Christians to get caught up in these pursuits, to the detriment of their spiritual life. 
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine Clem; Sis. Susan Bisbing


Bro. Rick Hulsey and his mother


Bro. Wes Guyton's mother; 


Bro. Jeff Lacquement and his bout with kidney stones. Courtney Smith and her health problems Chris Jackson recovering from a broken leg.  Bro. Jack Green recovering from knee surgery  


Bro. Norm Rich as his job takes him from us.


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby.


____________________________





Men's Meeting


Today at 3:30 PM


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Dion Clark


Song Leader---Jason Gaaston


Lord's Supper---David Holmes


   Asst. 1-----Mark Bowman


   Asst. 2-----Rodee Bruns


   Asst. 3-----Michael Burke 


   Asst. 4-----Jeremy Green


   Asst. 5-----Marty Hammond


2nd Prayer----Rex Veteto


Read Scripture---Rick Hulsey


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Malcolm Smith


Closing Prayer-----Joey Jackson


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Rex Veteto


Song Leader-----Drew Bowman


2nd Prayer------Mark Bowman


Read Scripture ---Ron Wood


Sermon----Steve Tramell


Lord's Supper----David Holmes


Announcements----Malcolm Smith


Closing Prayer-----Rick Hulsey


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Brad Bowman


Invitation---Grant Hicks


Closing Prayer---Rex Veteto





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














